


samd time, make the
all bn @ very Imited aking sure
pin. or damage the car, The next ¢

they'll need to make & long run to confirm tire cholce,
thien make a good qualifying run

A% Tor thie race, ong spen of any lttle with deop

you down in the resuits. 5o a5 a team, rory imgodtin]

that we ¢o not make a mistake | thi drvois o

e race & WO
round oma o improve e ve

nat & lraming camg
15 It npd?

L2 (A very big smile) In this cl
and s&e tha GT500 champior
wia're going for the GTI00 Bul our madn goal is o
davilop thasa drrers

Thare are & kot of privatesrs in GT300 and thera are
only about five or 5ix cars [capable of winning] the cham-
plonship this year. We want the drivers to understand
Ihatt. Wia'vis boer ey I!El.p.'j.l't an the diivers bag
past guccoss, Wa wanl them o really stép it o
out thiro, put their heart inly driving for ws, We
that If the drivers put forth an all-oul effort, w
possibility at the championship,

fou must be very strict with the drivers thon.
0f coursa. You mis! be

) with an “amai™ |

wnacceplable. They nee

chamgpionship but 5o think

JK purse we [lhe
wihale team] would love to ge n GTS00 i Honda
requestad it We would be very happy lo halp Honda.

T:'What are your chances for the remainder ol the sea-
son? Which races do you leel mos! oplimistic about?

JE: Well, the first round al Mo and the ksl round al
Suzuka all have tire tests before them. My image & that we
could win cne of thase rounds. That was my kmage al the
Stast of thi Season, bul we oidn'T maks it at the s race
Achsally we had a chance at the first, but weren't
comphéte the win, Bul that is part of developing the drivers

T Do you feel you hawe 3 car that can win the champi-
anship?
JH: Yag, | do nok think we will have thal probiem, The car
cin win today, | think that when you take inlo account the
advantages of our car al cerlzin tracks, the drive
and familiarity, our best ¢ s are al Mob

IT: In GT300, the NSX can compete pretty wedl. But what
about GTS00 last year and th
K: One of the mapoe reasons [the Mogen NSX wasad

24 HONDATUMINGLAowembee 2004




maintenance

GOLDCLUB

competitive] 1ast year was that we had a 70kg (about 140
pounds) weight penalty compared to the chamgionship-
winning Skylines. This year we don't have that, but since
we're in the middie of the seasen, I'd rather not comment
on that There needs to be some adjusiments o the reg-
ulztions. Power-wise we are pretty good, but finding tha
right balance isn'i very easy,

HT: With some changes in Whe regulations, you think the
NSX would be compelitive?

JK: Of course. | think wa will have a much better chance
et yoar

HI: 50 thi car has enough power for GT3007

IK: Yes, it has enough 10 win. If it doesn’t, we can gel
more. Currently the englne Is tuned for raliability. The
motors should fast around 5000 Rilemeters {approx.
3,100 miles), sbout what you would run during the 24
hours of LeMtans.

NT: Bpeaking of LeMans, | know that you had 2n anging
in somenna’s car this year How did it do?

JH: We did pratty well. Our anging was in thind for a iong
lime behind the faclory Audis, and than tha bell housing
dovelopad a crack. W was really tragle. But, since the
venicle was from Dome, I°'m confident they'll figure out
ina weak points and bulld a better car for next yaar,

i1:'Who is Mugen's bigpest rival in GT3007

Jit: | think Bando-san and his Cebicas are the biggest
threat. They're factory-backed and trylng for the champi-
onzhip. Another is the C-WestEndless 2-car semi-facto-
ry backed by Missan. The Ferrari i5 also very fast,

HT: Thare i5 a JGTC exhibition race at Calilomia
Speedway in December. Do you plan to attend?

IK: Yes. t's an all-star styie race and the top teams are
Inited. We s2em 1o be In a pesition to attend (blg grin).

HT:There's a lof of hype budlding wp for this race.
Sounds great! That is good io hear. It's very expen-
sive, though

WT: Wil you atso emter the JGTC race In Shanghal?
JE: Yes, thal's another all-star [exhibition] race bebsean
rounds.

M Since il's in the middla of tha season, will you dust off
one of the cdder cars?

JK: That would be best, wouldn't H? Unfortunataly we
have to bring our regular vehicle.

HT: How long have you been the team directos?

JE: | was with the feem since they raced Group A, then
into the Japan lowring car series (Yaswi-san, & formsr
team direclor who has dropped in on e inferview, polnts
to signed pholes of the Accord race cars hanging in the
conference room). Then finally Into the JGTC when it was
founded aboul seven yoars ago.

{7 Do you fawor any series (JGTC, endurance, efc.) over
another?
J¥; They all had their good points, and we've won cham-
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MUGEN WAS UNDERSTANDABLY NERVOUS WITH OUR CAMERA AROUND ITS CAR AND
IT WOULDN'T GIVE UP TOO MUCH INFO ON THE CAR OR ITS SETUP. BUT THIS IS WHAT
IT WOULD TELL US: IT'S POWERED BY A C32B ENGINE BORED OUT TO 3.5-LITER DIS-
PLACEMENT, MOUNTED LOMGITUDINALLY AND MATED TO A HEWLAND SIX-SPEED
SEQUENTIAL GEARBOX WITH AP CAREON MULTI-PLATE CLUTCH. THE ENGINE IS CON-
TROLLED BY A MUGEN ECU. JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING IS LUBED WITH MOTUL FLU-
IDS. UP FRONT ARE DOUBLE WISHBONES WITH IN-BOARD-MOUNTED SHOWA
SHOCKS. IN BACK IT"S A MULTILINK SETUP AND MORE SHOWA.

THE CAR WEIGHS ABOUT 2,500 POUNDS AND IS HALTED BY BIG ROTORS (SIZE
NOT DISCLOSED, BUT WERE GUESSING 14- OR 15-INCH) AND LIQUID-COOLED
ALCON/ASAMA GIKEN SIX-PISTON CALIPERS. THE WHEELS ARE MUGEN 18X11
FRONT AND REAR AND ARE WRAPPED WITH DUNLOP SLICKS (280).




year it's been thi
tichod thiy would

1T That's harsh caiticlsm.
¥ = | iokd you he was super strict!
We are professionals, We expect 1

wshin, 10 fos
aring from them. Fesling
that excale
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