


fiywheel and a Weldina
stainless muffler, the S1
package really opens up the
perdommance envelope on
the Z. Thera are ovor 20
cther changes that make this
Z an S-Tune model, from
minor (a leather Ecsaine
inspection cortificate holdan)
to the major (G-Attack 5-
Tuné suspension system).
Whike we wene stightly
handicapped by the right-
hand drive (left-hand shift)
nature of the cockpit, thera
Was no mistaking the hard-
edged quality of the S-Tune
package. The extra 13
horsepowar may not sound
like a lot, but it happens in
all the right places and the
suspension uning wrings the
most oul of each additional
pony.

Mext up was the March
Cup car, a Nissan spec-
S8nas racecar based on thedr
Beatle-like March micro
compact, featuring a race
version of their 88 hp 1.4L
enging, a stripped out

interior, and a race-grade
suspension and roll cage.
The experience couldn't
have been more different.
While the March was
expectedly slower, you
couldnt help but smile al the
fun of going way deep into
tha comers and tha overall
raw feel of the car, especially
with an eager to pleasa

driver like Yanagida-san at
the wheel.

If you guessed that the
rida in the S-Tune Skyling
coupa (Infiniti G35 1o us
Yanks) would be the same as
the Faldady Z S-Tune GT,
you would be wrong. The S-
Tune Skyline, which featured
some, but not all of the
NISMO parts featured on the
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highling Z, was a much
softer version and showed a
surprising amount of rall in
the corners. While it would
probably be a better daily

cruiser, wa probably would
sacrifice some vertebrae to
drive the hard-edged Z
everyday.

Of course, the dnft-
prepared 515 had all the
other cars beat in terms of
edginess; it had the most
brutal acceleration, cornering
and stopping charactaristics
of all. Yanagida-san looked
uncomiortable driving it
though, fighting under-steer
much of the tima, He
apologized (unnecessarily)
afterwards for “not being a
drift driver” and éven spun

out in one of his runs trving
to impress us. it's OK
Yanagida-san, we have no
complaints.

The main attraction of the
party though was the rides in
the GT-Rs, and they were lefl
for last. Surprisingly. despite
its alphanumericailly exciting
name, our joyrida in the R34
GT-R V-Spec || S-Tune was a
bit of a ket down. Apparantly,
the folks at NISMO know a
thing or two abaut power in
the wrong hands; they had a
NISMO official instead of
Yanagida spin the GT-R. That
official, eager to keap his job
and trained in the high art of
careful driving, gave us the
Sunday-drive-to-the-church
version of a test ride. So,
while we were strapped into
the right seats of one of the
most sought after cars on
the planet, our nde was less
thrilling than the NYC cab
rida we had on our way 1o
the airport.

Surg, the GT-R lived up 1o
the hype in terms of the way
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it looked and sounded as we
made our way, leisurely,
around thea course, bul our
pants were still dry and thera
was no trace of sweat on our
brows as we stepped out of
the passenger seal.

Luckily, Bichard Lyons
doesn't work in the offices at
NISMO, and he's paid to go
as fast as he possibly can.
He was our driver in the
JGETC GTS00 class GT-R.

The 25-year-old
Englishman bagan racing
karts at the age of 9, and
now slands at the top of the
JETC worid with fellow
driver, JGTC veteran Satoshi
Motoyama. Richard won his
first JGTG race last year for
Missan after a late season
start and was rewarded with
a co-driving stint with
Motoyama, last year's
champ and one of Japan's
best sports car racers.
Remermber the name Lyons,
it's been kicked around in
the F1 pits.

The timeline was tight,

with our rides ending just
before some of us had to
leave for the airport, S0 no
time was wasted. We were
suited up in MISMO-provided

driving suits ahead of our
lap. Yeah, only one lap, but it
was all that was neaded.

The 2002 GT-R was tha
last year NISMO used the
RB2ZEDETT inline-6 engine
before moving to a 3.00L
VO30DETT in the 2003
season. While the VO proved
1o be a much more powerful
engine 10 compeate with
{especially against 3UZ-FE
V-8 equipped Supras) and
made for & much quicker
car, the 2002 GT-R is still
plenty fast.

Like the present JGTC £

cars, tha 2002 JGTC GTS00
GT-R shares little with its road-
going cousins; the racecar
basically keeps its front and
rear firewalls and little else. The
only things recognizable from
the street GT-R in the cockpit
ane the tumn signal and wiper.
statks—they ook really out of
place. JGTC racecars ane tube
chassis, purpose-built

racecars with a lot of carbon
fiber and other exotic
matenals. The round robin test
nde system meant that cnce
the GT-R was into the pits for
the rider change, we had to
get into the Skyline as quickly
as possible, which'isn't as
easy as it sounds, The cockpit
of the GT-R, alreacy tight for
the driver because of the

elabomate roll cage tubing and
2 carbon fiber tranny tunnel
cover, Is even tighter when you
throw in & passenger seat (that
sits about 6 inches higher than
the driver) and an oversized
Amercan journalst Trust us,
the acrobatics of stuffing
oursehes into the car (with
helmet on) was not a pretty
sight. Once into the two-sZes-
too-small racing seat, you've
won 50 percent of the battle,
then you're cinched tighthy in
with a five-paint harness—
really, really tight. Rchand
looks over and gives a quick
grin befona firing up the
meanest sounding RB enging
wa've ever heard with the
push of a button. The P
Research dala display is
instantly alive with all sons of
numbears and graphics, and
before we can gat
comfortable, Richard lights up
the hsge rear scks and starts
clicking through the X-Trac
sequential gearbox on our way
te the first comer of Motegi,
Twin Ring Motegi is a dual-
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track circuit with & 15-turn,
2.98-mile road course
intertwined with an oval super
speedway, so wa had 14
more tumns with several fast
straight-aways in batween,
Richard was relaxed az he
downshifted, braked, turmed,
and upshifted his way through
the course. The GT-H iz
decaivinaly nimbile, despite its
size and tha dry compound
Bridgestone slicks, it seemed
1o be running an invisible rails.
All the naises are raw—from
the “thunk, thunk” gear
changes, ta the lusty engine
note. The amazing thing s
this: all the engine note
sounds in Gran Turismo are
accurate! The main differance
1= that you lose the starso-
phaonic quality and loudness at
home. THIS was no Sunday
oy ride; we were well over
150 mph in the almost half-
mile straight when Richard
finally hit the pedal for the
huge AF brakes to come alive.
When they did, our heads
ware thrown forward like a yo-
yo-on the rebound; the
braking Gs-were as
tremendous as the
acceleration Gs. When

A
A Richard Lyons—25 years oid
anel racing i the JETC GTS00

ciags for the championship
g MiEmo teqr fanm

== I Etilor Ed can pick up omg
of the GIR'E magmasium
maonnliack Vilk Bacing wioels
willil ona of his girly anms, yor
i it qunls ey e it

v

W Lyons ook us aroond Twdn
Rimg Motegt's 15-furp, 2 95-mile
roindd courrse in Nissmo's 2002
JGTE GTS00 Skylime GT-H race
car We Il speeds well over
150miph, and Lyons fold os
after; he was only diving
armmd 85 percenl as hard as
he world o race day
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Richard fimally pulled the big
GT-R back into the pit lane
less than two minutes had
passed. Richard calmiy
flashes the thumbs up.
Accarding to him, he was
lapping at about 85 percent of
what he would be doing on
race day. He added, “the £ is
actually a lot faster and
handles better,” just before we
step fram the NISMO rocket
ship back onto terra firma.
The MISMO guys
wrapped up the awesome
display of motorsports®
prowess with a look at what
would be a dream
motorsports garage—an
adjacent garage occupiad
by rmore examples of
MISMO track machinery-
including a Calsonic R32
Skyline GT-R, the 1998
A390 Le Mans racer, and
the championship-winning
2003 JGTC R34 NMISMO GT-
R. As we walked away from
the event, wa couldn’t help
but think, *Man, thiz sure as
hell beats a lousy birthday
cake and three friends on
the couch in a drunken
stupor” Happy Birthday
MISMO, we can't wait for
your 25th anniversary. L]



