


drivers. Many of the current
competitors have either transi-
tioned from or move on to other
premier racing senes, including
Formula 1, Le Mans, Champ Car,

and IRL. Current Formula 1 driver

Ralf Schumacher raced in JGTC
in 1996,

JGTC is an Intarnational senes,

and it shows in the faces of the
orivers. Rules require two drivers

SEE IT LIVE:

JETG will be coming to the LS. on Dacember 18°& 19, 2004 at Califomia
Speadwary In Fomana, California. The main evant will be a JGTC All-Siar race
featuring 25 o9 cars invited from Japan, as well 85 local entries. In addition, GT-
L il aiffier  time atiack race, car show, dyno chalienge, vendor midway,
aulocross, and drifting demonsiration. For mone information check

WY oL

per car, and a number of the fop
teams pair an international driver
with a Japanese one. This works
to promote JGTC's appeal
worddwide. Although there are
cumently no American drivers in
JGTC, there are drivers

representing France, Great Brtain,
Germany, ltaly, Portugal, and even
Ausiralia.

Of coursa, the majority of tha
drivers are Japanese and include
a number who are wall known in
the import performance

communities. Former F1 driver
Shinji Nakano drives for the
GT500 Raybrig NSX team. D1
judga and drifting superstar
Manabu Orido won a GT300
Championship in 1997 in an RSR
Silvia and curmently races a GTS00
Supra for the Eclipse/Advan team
Another famous drifter, Nobuteru
Taniguchi pilots the WadsSport
Celica in GT300. The drift king,
Kedichi Tsuchiya, a recently retired
GT500 class driver for ARTA, now
works them as Team Manager.
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RACE DETAILS

Qualifying

Official gualifying is divided inta
two B0-minute practicaqualifying
sestions, Each qualifying session
&5 divided into three 20-minute
segments, one for GTS00, one for
(GT300 and ona joint segment.
Each driver/car must qualifying
within 107 percent of the average
set by the three fastest cars in
each class. A final free practice
session is usually schaduled on
race day.




The Start of the Race

Even though JGTC uses 2
rodling start, GT500 cars are
always positioned ahead of
GT300 competitars, regardless of
qualifying times.

Pit Stops

At least one pit stop for a driver
change, fuel and tires is
mandatory, During stops, a
maximuem of five mechanics can
be warking on the car at any one
time, two for refueling, two for tire
changes, and ona for other wordk,

Tires

As in most auto racing, tres
are one of the most crucial
components to making a
competitive racecan

+ The whesls and tires for both
classes must have a dameter no

HANDICAP WEIGHT SYSTEM:
FREMOUS RACEFINISH 15T 2D 3RD
GTS00 +oKG - 300G

G300 +3E 2R
FASTEST LAP IMPREVIOUS RACE 15T

BOTH BT500 AND GTI00 <1086
CUALIFYING PLSITION 15T

BOTH GT500 2ND GT300 3l

+20KE
+10K5

targer than 28 inches. GT500 cars
can use tires that are maximum of
14 inches wide, GT300 tires can
be no wider than 12 inches.

« A maximum of three sets of
dry weather tires may be used for
the entire race weakend {inchuding
qualifying and practice). One set
i5 chosen by lottery to be used for
thi start of the race. The other
sets can be used freely in any
combination,

 Liza of tire warmers is strictly
forbidden.

Fuel/Refueling
Everyone runs the same fuel,

unleaded gasofine with 3
maximum of 120-cctane s
allowed. In the interest of salety,
the car can ba jacked up prior to,
but not during, refueling and no
major mechanical work can be
coné duning refusling.

Repairs
It a car gets damaged during
the race, almost any kind of repair
work s allowed, except replacing
the chassis and/or cylinder block.

Demotion of Performance
To ensuré a competitive and

exciting racing senies, JGTC
utilizes two systems to adjust the
performance of individual
racecars, The first is the
“demotion of performanca™
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handicap weight system. This is
simikar to the REWARDS system
used by the Speed World
Challenge series and involves
“rewarding” the fastest qualifiers
and top finishers from prévious
races with additional weight to be
added to their cars: Sea chart
below,

3t i
champlon and
I thsd an the

sl

Young, nic:

Mow it's & fittle mom
complicated than we've shown
héna, but the system works
something like this: Suppose your
team tock first piace in the GTS00
class in Round 1. Not only would
you win @ col trophy and some
bubbly champagne, you'd also
get S0kg [approcimately 110
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pounds) of lead plates to add (o
the passenger side of your car for
the next race. In addition, since
you managed to set one of the
top three fastest laps in that race,
you'd get another 10kg for your
troubles. So now il's the qualifving
session for Round 2 and you've
got 60kg—the equivalent of a
fatass race quesn—iding
sholgun. Now let's say, even with
the exira weight, you still manage
to qualify in the top thras. Well

quess what, you aiso just got
anothear 10kg to add to your car,
Come race day, you're now
running 70kg (approximately 155
pounds) heavier than you wene in
Round 1. Even better, uniike the
extra weight you received for
winning, the extra 20kg of lead
you gained for having one of the
fastast laps during the last race

and qualifying stays on for the
duration of the series—eaven if you
slart losing.

It may sound unfar to punish
the winners with extra weight, but
this system makes hings extra
exciting by reducing the
performance advantages of
individual cars and emphasizing
driver skill. After & couple of
races, as waight piles on the
faster cars, the differences
between the cars diminish and the
field starts ta bunch up. Near the
end of the season, it's not
uncomman fo sea all the top
competitors running the circuits in
a big pack.

Promotion of Performance
Now, suppose you're one of
the slower cars in the seres.
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According 1o the Handicap Weight
System, you get ta remove
batween 5 to 20kg depending on
how you finished in your
respective category (place sixth or
lower and you get to drop waight).
But that doesn't help if you're not
camying extra weight {i.e. you
never placed higher than fifth),
SiNCe You can’t remgwa weight
beyond the car's minimum racing
weight. However, if you're siow
enough you may get to breathe
easier by opening up your
restrictor plate. Using a points
system based on lap times and
rankings, cars that amass three
points may qualify for a promotion
of parformance; that is, changing
the air restrictor to a larger
diameter one from the next higher
vehicle weight class, Sound

complicated? ftis. Howaver all
you have to remember is that the
GT Association set up this system
to make sure that the racing is as
competitive and exciting as
possibie.

JGTC Championship Titles
In each calegory, three

- championship tithes ane awanded:

drivers {pair), team and engine
tunar. Points for both driver and
team titles in both the GT500 and
GT300 category will be awarded
al each event depending on their
finigh. Race results are the only
factor taxen into account for the

engine funer championship.

The End

And that’s it. We hopa you
found Ihis JGTC Fan Guide
helpful. I you still have questions
regarding the sedes, 1bg on 1o
www.jgicusanel. There you'll find
a weatth of information, including
detais on tha diferent teams,
vehicks and drivers. @



