


ard based on engine capacity, induction
method and car weight, are used to Bmit
GT500 power outputs [0 between 460 and
soohp, As a comparison, a GT300 car puts out
around 3oohp with its restrictors on, but
weighs pretty much the same as a GTgo0,
making it around seven seconds a Lap tiower
than its iron-pumping siblings.

Where the JGTCs GTgoo cars really differ
from thase in, say, the FIA GT Championship,
Is the extra freedom allowed in chassis
construction, aerodynamics and suspension. If
you remember the golden years of Group & or
IMSA GTX, with cars like Porsche’s gas, that's
probably quite a good comparison, For
starters, the chassis ahead of and behind the
cockpit is replaced by a tubeframe structure
and composite bodywark, while suspention
layout is almest free (limitations coming in the
materials aliowed and the method of
mounting). In the aero department, the cars
are Mat-bottomed, but run with high
downiorce nose sections, a hefty rear wing
and awide rear diffuser.

Throw in a “tire war™ between Bridgesions,
Yokohama and Dunlop to further push the
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NISSAN FAIRLADY Z/3502
LENGTH 4625mm =

WIOTH 1940mm

WHEELBASE  2650mm.

FRONT TRALK 1640mm

REAR TRALK 1620Mm

ENGINE TYPE Vi0zoDETT with twin-turbo

DISPLACEMENT _ 29B7cC =

BOREX STROKE_93.0mm X 73 Jmm

MAX POWER over 465hp @ séoorpm . =
MAX TORIUE over 72Kgm @ gooorpm

GEAR BOX Hewland sequential 6-speed (Transaxle mounted)

FRONTBRAKE _Ventllated Discs 2
REARBRAKE  \Ventilated Discs

SUSPENSION Double wishbone =

DORIVE _Rear-wheel drive

WHEELS frontaz.0f x18.rear130lx28
TIRES Bridgestone: front 330/40R1E; rear 330/50R18

performance eovelope and it's little wonder
that the cars of the JGTC are the fastest GT-

modified at the rulemakers® discretion,
Race distances range from 250 to sookm

) racer, the 350, hasa

& hard act to follow in
the Skyline GT-R, but
there are sound design
principles behind
bringing it in. Th
Skyline was a bizger car than the rival Honda
NK5Xand Toyota Supra, making it a challenge to
match thelr drag coefficients, while the layout of
the car put 1oo much welght forward. A new
engine, the VI, was introduced to replace
Kiszan's venerable RE midway through o3,
which eleviated the weight distribution problem
1o some degree, but Miszan feels the smaller
3502 solves the aero and layout problems more
effectively. The decision to switch models was
vindicated with pole position and a victory in
the 200y series opener at Tl Alda,
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;

type machines on the planet—and getting
faster... At the opening race of 2004, in T1 Adda,
the pole time was bwo and a quarter seconds
faster than the *o3 benchmark.

But a% well as being fast, the GT5o0 cars
are also remarkably close in performance,
thanks to JAPs jugeling of restrictor sizes and
welghts. At Tl Aida and Sugo, a single second

B covered the Lop 10 in qualifying on each

occasion. But if things do start to get spread

& out, car weights and restrictor sizes can be

(150 to 300 miles), and each car must make at
least one stop for fuel and a driver change. The
pasity between the cars and the relatively short
race distances mean eruising 1o Consenve your
car isn't an option, but the pitstop, the fact that
the GTsoo “rockeiships™ race alongside nearly
30 cars from the slower GT300 class —making
traffic a constant factor—and the often fickle
Japanese weather ensure strategy plays a
significant part in the outcome, too,

And just to spice things up a little bit more,

cars aiso sccumulate “success ballast™ based
on prévious race results and qualifying
pasitions. Win a race in the GTsoo class and
you've got so kilos of lead as a passenger next
tima out; second, third and fourth receive 30,
20 and 10 kilos, respectively. Qualify in the top
three or make one of the three fastest laps and
it's 1o kilos added at the next race, “Success
ballast™ maces out at 120 kilos, but it doesn’t
start coming off again unless a car finkshes
sixth or lower. Weight penalties are slightly
less for GT 300 cars, but still significant.

With so many variables at play, iUs litthe
wionder that the trio of GTsoo manufacturers
play the numbers game to maximize their
chances of success, Nissan fields two 3507
entries throwgh its factory NISMO team, but
adds weight lo its attack with full Factony-spec
cars from Hasemi Motorsport and Team Impul.
Honda farms its quariet of NSXs out to four
separate works-supported teams, including
big-hitters Dome and Nakajima, while Toyota
fields Factory Supras through TOM'S (two
cars), SARD and Cerumo, and backs those up
with a trio of potent factony-spec privateers,

In the opener al T Alda, Nissan scored a
sensational debut win with its all-new 350Z, the
replacement for its o3 title-winning Skyline GT-R.
Saloshi Moloyama and Richard Lyans' NISMD
machine crossed the Hne just 12.1675ec ahead
of Team Le Mans® privateer Toyola Supra after
mare than two hours of racing, with Nakafima
Racing’s NSX a lowly 1oth, first of the Hondas,
as it came to grips with the news twin-turbo V&,

But for round two at Sugo, NISMO suffered a
disastrous day, with the Motoyama/ Lyons car
non-starting with transmission problems, and
its sister car, driven by Michael Krumm and
Masami Kageyama retiring with a damaged
intercooler, The Hasemi and Impul teams
upheld Nissan honos with sixth and 1oth but, at
the sharp end, Toyola Supras took the top thres
spots, headed by the works Cerumo car of Yuii
Tachikawa and Seiji Ara. Meanwhile, Honda
shawed better form with its new mator by
taking fourth with Nakajima Racing = no need
10 open up the NSXs restrictor just yet?

Adecade on from its inception, the JGTC has
become a cultural as well as sporting
phenomenon in its luning-cbsessed home
country, with huge crowds and massive TV
coverage for each of the seven rounds (sixin
Japan and, since 2002, a trip to Malaysia). Yet
outside of Japan and its near neighbors, it's
only recently that it's begun to gain wider
recognition, partly due to an explosion of
interest in import uning, but also thanks ta the
success of Somy's Gran Turismo racing games.

And now, in a move that's sure (o send the
USA's tuning and drifting crowd into a frenzy,
the cars and stars of the JGTC are heading
across the Pacific for an invitational race at
Califemnia Speedway on Dec. 18-19. With no
paints at stake and the |GTC crews let off the
[ash, it's set to be the biggest rumble in these
parts since Godziila vs, New York City. We
suggest you put it inyour diary right now, &
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