








The word must've potten back that Americans

Motorsport in
Iapan is not limited to that
of asideways motion, the

lapan’s defense? Sepcd their top grand tour-
ing and drift drivers to the US in a Kamikaze
mission to show you gas-guzzling-SUV-driv-
ing, Blg Mac-munching ‘Merlcanans what's
really good!

Let’s face it, Japanese culture, while emu
lating American culture, 5 now hotter than
an Usher/Ludacris/Li Jon collabo. From heads
lining up for Bapes in 5oho to wanity mimror
cellies, everything JDM (Japanese Domestic
Marlket) (= fire. But when [t comes to the auto-
metive world. nothing is getting as much
attention as the new sportof drifting. Yeah,
you've seen it before—theart of driving side-
ways, but the folks at GT Live wanted you to
see it done by the people who started it the
Japanese: "T
rmake & good impressions, they go all out”
explains Randy Grube, the president of
Paramax—the folks responsible for GT Live.

Japanese Grand Touring
Championship also held its
first race in the Western
Hemisphere at GT Live in
Fantana, CA this year, What
makes the JGTC sohot? Unlike

most other races which Hmit cars by motor
size and powner additives, in JGTC, the car is
only limited by hp. 5o Vipers go head-to-heacd
with Missan ssoZs—and losel Acura N5Xs,
Subaru WRXs, Toyota Supmas, and Porsche
Carreras are beaten around the Lrack with the
care of a joy-ridden Audi 54 in Newark.
Glowing . rings ‘'scream from overwaorked
brakes behind magnesiom wheels, as drivers
hit the chicane going what always seems too
fast. As darkness falls on the warm winter
night, sparks fly as the cars bottom oub and
trick wig-wagging headlights blast off,
telling slower racers to MOVEL And like Luda
sald “Get the .~

Thig is the first nighttime race for the
series, but the drivers drive just as hard if not
harder than they did under the day’s shine,
And the crowd certainly roars louder every
time two cars wrestle for the perfect line, Yes,
JGTC drivers are as aggressive as NYC cab-
bles. If Formula 1 racing was the ballet of
metorsport, the JGTC is certainly more like
capoeira—a full-contact dance. These cars
battle like street fighters. Up close the paint
jobs look like cover-up for wounds left from
PIEVICUS SCTaps

Two-hundred miles later, the winning
PIAA N5X crosses the finish line and within
seconds the night sky is illuminated by strob-
ing flashes from the crowd that has rushed to
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