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he story of GT Live is as car enthusiast, Grube was one of the many  can fans the first nightiime |GTC eve
. A an fa d gone so faras to tav- er the newly installed lights at Californi
much a tale of racing as \merican fanswho e :-l_rlq-u as Lo Lray l:fndr-r Lhe HEw tl'l'\[d.]i:[j lights at California
e e el to Japan to experi events first-hand. It Speedway in Fontana, Ca.
IL1s one mans dream: 10 j,q g tandy's vision to bring the series We'll have more on the actual event in the
See a premier Sports car race  to the USA known as JGTC: Japanese Grand  next issue of Subjesport Magazine
series come to the United States, '1""11'"11{ ( il'ﬂ mpionship. Since 1994 over curred alter this e went to press. In the
bringing with it the mystique this series It'['l.!::i-'LI'1'|.-'»."h]i1?. we sent wo victims, er, journal-
G R Eisillions ot aoc tli‘.l ‘mfi now Rand ion has come  ists to cover the media preview event held
dnd passion of millions ol sports from a mere dream to veality. Itis  two months prior to the actual event.

- fans, in particular, fans of called GT LIVE, andisac vent that
]dpd[‘lﬂbe SPOTtS cars. introduces International Pro-level racing to

the tuner market in the US, E e i
e - . _ or more info on GT LIVE, go to:
I'his fan is Randy Grube. Randy is the A two-day event was planned for Decem- &

founder and CEO of Paramax, a California- er 18 & 9, 2004 that, hopefully, aroused http://www.jgtcusa.net
based corporate marketing and product de-  market inte weasing the attraction
velopment firm. A longtime Japanese sports  of the Japanese series. It also allowed Ameri-
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With threatening skies and moisture in
the air, the GT LIVE media event went on
as planned. My preconceived notion of
Southern California was 85 deprees and
sunmny, but this visit was nothing shy of the
opposite. [t was 65 degrees with the feeling of
rain at any moment This medig-aonly event
was nestled in the foothills of Fontana, 40
miles east of Los Angeles.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

9:35 a.m. We arrived at the track early to
get the best views and angles on the cars
in the paddock and garage areas. To our
surprise the CuscofAdvan Subaru Impreza
GTA00 class car wasn't there, and our mood
changed. While we are die-hard JGTC fans,
we are first and foremost Subaru fanatics
and hoped that this would be our chance to
get up close and personal with the legendary
GT300 car. As a consolation, Cusco USA did
provide a US-spec black WRX-5Ti with all the
100 parts one could ever want installed on it
asa stand-in,

Cusco brought along Katsuo Kobayashi,
their ream driver. Kobayashi, a 1998 GT300
winner, was to take various members of the
media for demo rides in this ultra-trick 5Ti
later in the day. As a racer, instructor and STi
owner, | was excited to have this opportunity
to ride with an accomplished pro from the
IGTC series.

As we walked through the garage area,
one couldn't but help but notice the Nismo
Skyline GT500 car surrounded by a half-
dozen engineers and technicians. It wouldn't
start right away, but when it did...there was
nothing that could describe the sound. A
crowd immediately formed and camera
crews starting getting their boom mics as
close to the action as possible,

Iwasstarting to see, and even feel, the spark
behind Randy Grube's dream, as the garage

TO FANS OF JOM-DMLY SUPERCARS and tuner vehicles, the GT LIVE event was a
dream come true, At last they were able Lo watch legendary Japanese performance
models in action,

The cars are represented in two classes, GTEOD and GT300. The race cars are
production-based and heavily modified. To add to the excitement of the event, arganiz-
ers and the GT Association allowed cars from the popular American LelMans Serles to
enter as well, since this was a bonus round event for JGTE and not a points race. LUICh
aver 25 cars confirmed from the JBTC series, the event organizers edpected over 50
cars to make the start inthe 200-mile race on December 18th, 2004, utllizing part of
the infield and some banked corners of the two-mile oval at Californiz Speedway. =

area was full of excitement and even some of
the media who were not so race savvy were
eager to see these cars hit the track.

GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS

10:30 a.m. We were slated to meet and
greet JGTC officials and promoters at a press
conference. Surrounded by a dozen TV crews
and a bevy of magazine editors, we waited
for the action to begin, although we were
somewhat distracted by the GT LIVE race
girls, a group of lovely ladies with bodies 1o
match their stunning smiles.

11:30 a.m. We were lreated to a catered
lunch while a huge plasma television played
highlights from the previous JGTO events. [
knew better than to fill up on sandwiches and
cookies before hitting the armac at speed,
s0 [ had half a sandwich and bortled water.
I didn't want 1o be the one guy who couldn't
keep his food down in the corners.

12:30 p.m. The promoters assigned us (o
groups so we could all get a demo ride in a
GT300 or GTH00 racecar. There were also
funer cars with [GTC drivers taking media
for demo rides. While some were taking
their demo rides, others were making use of
the tuner cars on a timed autocross course
set up by GI' LIVE officials, with a Nismo
3507, MazdaSpeed RXB, and Nismo Sentra
SE-R all providing potent autocross action.
Addidonally, there were 12hp go-karts
arranged in a large open space with a course
marked off by pylons. It was all foreplay to
the main thrill of the day.

RACE TIME
2:30 pom. As T walked toward what some
consider the ulimate racecar, the Nissan
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Skyline GTR, 1 was almost mad with
excitement and anticipation. It felt weird
10 be geuing suited up and purting on a
helmet, and yvet | wasn't going to drive. The
Mortul Missan GTR team had a crew member
1o help me get into the left side of the right-
hand-drive Skyline r ar. My &' 3" frame
tomed to fitting into a Recaro 5PG

. but the cockpit of the line
much k.mnllrr and requires a smaller seat,
which made it very, very tight for me. Once
strapped in by a five-point harness, we got
the thumbs-up from a crew chief, who in
turn got clearance through his headser thar
the pit lane was clear.

My first impression of this car was that it
shares certain similarities to the
RS. Twenty-five-yvear-old 200
champion Masataka Yar
the clutch and we launcl

WHS A
racing se

( ST gear was
short but he ran the revs high; second gear,
the same. As he engaged third gear he nailed
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an upshift, then another, until the dash
read 260 kph, which equates to about 162
mph. Just as that processed in my now-
numbed brain, 1 felt the 15-inch diameter,
eight-piston  Brembo monoblock calipers
distribute even pressure on each rotor with a
vengeance to match the acceleration. And in
one, two, three, we were turning in for one of
the infield turns.

We just dropped 120 mph in less time
than it takes to unscrew a gas cap. By now,
the adrenaline was fading out and the pain
of the seating position was setting in. Despite
the lack of circulation to mvy legs this was a

glorious moment, as the Skvline and [ were
finally one. The driver took an extra lap of the
short L.5-mile demo track and finally pitted,

By now my legs and back were aching. But it
was well worth i | thanked Mr. Yanagida and

CLOSING TIME
5:00 p.m. Even though I've
the world-renowned Porsche 911 RS
race car and an FlA-campaigned Ferrari FA0,
and witnessed the IMSA BMW M3 GTR break
track records, riding in a JGTC car with -
level technology still stands as an experience
all its own. The performance and technology
of these machines has wshered in a new
era of racing that American enthusiasts
just begun o appreciate. The
ction of GT LIVE ensures that racin
fans will be able to experience the series as
fully as our international counterparts have
been allowed to for the past decade. What a
rideitwillbe. m




