


GT LIVE—JGTC ALL-STARS

out of touch with
The PLAA NSX
Erik Comas displayed skills
that earned him ihe 2001
German F3 Championship at
the controls of the
G'zox/55RHasemi Nissan £
and reeled in the N5X. His
incredible charge came up
Matsuda and
b w the chack-
ered flag first The
wasn'l o GTC officials
imposed a 60-second penalty
on the PIAA N5X and
Direzza,Dunlop Supra for pit-
ting too early in the race, which
moved the Grox/55R/Hasemi
Niszan I to first place.

In GT300, the race was a
three-car shootout by the mid-
way poinl with the M-TEC
NSX, C-West/Daishin/Advan
Z and RE Amemiya/Aspara
Drink RX-7 distancing them-
zelves from the other GTio0
competitors. & back-marker
Dodge Viper cul off the RE
Amemiya RX-7 sending the
Mazda hard into the inside
retaining wall. From there
Tetsuya Yamano drove the M-
TEC N5X away fram the Z and
intavictory lane;

The p rs that be on both
side of the equation were
happy with the results and we
expect to see the |GTC backin
America in lale 2005, =N

THE NsMOKANAV T WAs ALSD A
VICTIM OF THE LAF 12 EXCITEMENT.,
BaiT THE NEssas HAD ALREADY
WHRAFFED LP THE GT%00
O Pow ThEC-
MSADVEN T
e YaNAGIDe, MADFIME
TOOK RUNMER UP HONDRS
INGTI00 =
DUTHAUMBES
(UTPOWERED THE CUsco/ADVAM
SuEsRY IMPREZA BATTLED TO A
THIRD-FLACE FINISH 1N GT300,
THESE GUYS WENT AT IT i8i €1
DUAATERS FOR 20 MILES WITH RALE
ENDING WELL AFTER 3 7.
THEYLL BE Barm! _
O INFO) 08 THE 2005 [GTC DviaT




GT LIVE—D1 GRAND PRIX

USA US. JAP
TOTALLY SID

Stall Repont

he LS A vs, Japan lormat saw a greup of 16 combatanis

fram cach country vie for eight spots per country. The

lucky qualifiers would then do batlle mano a mano.
Team japan was made up ol Ken Maeda, Nobushige Kumakuba,
KazuhiroTanaka, Nobutery Taniguchi, Kazuya Bai, Masao
Suenaga, Yoichi Imamura and Masato Kawabata, The U5, squad
in this historic showdown censisted of Alex Pieiffer, Tyler
Moliuarrie, Chris Forsberg, Ken Gushi, Emie Fixmer, Rhys Millen,
Calvin Wan and Andy Yen.

After & bit of a delay that didnt dampen the enthusiasm of the
gathersd faithful. the first set of cars hit the tarmac, Pleiffer
squared off againsl Maeda in a slugfest as the two raded pow-
erslides and wentinto overtime. In the end Maeda Lived to fight
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another day.

The next pairing was the
Jasper Performance Supra and
MoQuarrie flying the Stars and
Stripes against the combo of
Team Orange Silvia and
Kumakubo from the Land of
thie Rising Sun. The croved got
caught up in the excitement
and called for a remalch even
though Kumakubo was far
superior, his 515 clearly more
nimble and more powerful

AYS

that the Toyota. Would Team
LLSA advance anyone into
the second round?

The third pairing proved to
be the breakthroueh round as
Forsberg throttled his Falken
3507 to the next level, The next
st was & big showdown
between the most popular dri-
vers from each country—=FKen
Guschi and Nob Taniguchi.
Nomnally a steady hand at the
wheel, Guschi was uncharac-

teristically inconsistent going
off course and giving the HES
Silvia an easy pass, Japan's
Imarmura also easily sdvanced
as his APEXT RX-T outmatched
Yen's 24054, which seamed
to be the most tetling thing to
surface at D1 2004, You can't
close the car development gap
in one season.

Next Fixmers and the Rotors
Silvia went at it against Bai
and the Signal Auto 1805%. Bai




leok a commanding [ead after
the first-go-round but in the
second Bai came in to the first
chicane too hot and spun out
Fizrner and, per D1 rules, Bai
weas DLdl, The highlight of the
first round was Millen va,
Suenaga in which each pushed
the edge and Millen won it in
a close call, The final tally had
lzpan with five and the Linited
States with three drivers
advancing to the second round.

The ladder setup had Millen
and Fixmer going against each
other, which could be viewed
as fortunate or unfortunate.
Unfortunate hecause two
Americans were going head-
to-head or forlunate because
the United States was ensured
at least one player in the final
four. Kumakubo was in a zane
and the crowd sensed it as he
beat down Maeda to advance.
Taniguchi out-dueled Forsberg

YoIcH bas:

bul the crowd didn’t support
that putceme and let the
judges hear it Imamura
advanced the A'PEX| Mazda
and then it was Millen versus

Fizmer. The Pontiac-backed
GTO of Millen edged past
Fizmerand his Nissan.

In the semis, Kumakubo
ousted Taniguchi, who is the

TUREE & HGH-TECH FEF

heir 1o the throne 1o many DL
fans, and did o in & lamboy-
ant and {echnically exhilarating
performance. The Mitlen-
Imarmura confest was a fender-

.El“
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Millen slid to a stop but did not
spin out which, to drift afi-
cionados is of great importance.
a didl &

allad

one mare time” and

awarded Imamura the pass 1o

RESULTS: GT LIVE D1 GRAND PRIX

WINNER
Fumekito

RUNNER- UP

I

SEMIFINALIST
=
Taniguehi

QUARTERFINALIST
Fratiany

Maeslz

Hamar

Rawabata

| DM we Il pulling fr
hometown team [in
American VE car na |

many  thowght M
dogaed. In the final Kumakubo
kept the train rotling

surgical skill to knife throwgh
Irnarmura and 12

Team hanga Silie 515

APERIBN-T

Ppnula[:_GTfi
HES Sikda 515

Fafien 3502

Up Garage AERG Conlla
Roaoen Seivia 513

Trist Sz 515

It seems America has the
skills but just not enough
purpose-built, ground-up
drift cars; and no matter what
the form of racing, equipment
is the key to success. How far
will the U.5. drift scene
evolve in 20057 That's the

uestion. mm




